
The Arrow Lakes 

Upper and Lower Arrow Lakes (a combined 230 km long) are legacies of the Ice Age.  The 

wide valley trough they sit in was carved out of the mountains by the Cordilleran Ice 

Sheet over hundreds of thousands of years, finally retreating 10,000 years ago.  The 

lakes themselves are widening of the Columbia River.  The Sinixt nation lived along their 

shores and traded here with the Okanagan and Ktunaxa nations.   

First gazetted by Welsh-Canadian explorer David Thompson in 1811, the lakes remained 

relatively free of European encroachment until 1865 and the Big Bend Gold Rush north 

of Revelstoke, for which the lakes’ first sternwheeler, Forty Nine, was deployed.  

European settlement along the lakes did not occur until 1884 when Nels Demars began 

prospecting at Caribou Creek near modern-day Burton.  As mining for all sorts of 

minerals began in earnest throughout the West Kootenay, a railway was built to connect 

the Arrow and Slocan valleys, and a new generation of sternwheelers were constructed 

to ply the lakes.  The focus of this activity was the new settlement of Nakusp, founded 

1892.    As settlers poured into the valley, lured by economic prospects and plentiful 

land for purchase, dozens of small villages popped up along the length of the lakes such 

as Arrowhead, Thompson’s Landing (Beaton), Arrow Park, Graham’s Landing, Burton 

City, Fauquier, Needles, Killarney (Edgewood), Renata and Deer Park, among others. 

Over time, the valley was connected by road to the surrounding valleys, and 

automobiles reduced the need for sternwheelers on the lake.  The last and most famous, 

Minto, was pulled from service in 1954 after 56 years of service.   

It was not long after that the biggest change to the lakes would occur: the signing of the 

Columbia River Treaty between Canada and the US, in which the lakes would be used as 

a storage reservoir for the new Keenleyside Dam at Castlegar.  The construction of the 

dam resulted in the raising of the lake level, and thousands of valley residents had lands 

expropriated by BC Hydro as a result, emptying many of the communities along the lake.  

Nakusp was thus consolidated as the centre of activity in the valley, and new townsites 

were constructed at Burton, Fauquier and Edgewood.  Today, the valley is slowly being 

discovered by a new group of settlers: tourists attracted by the mountain panoramas, 

sunshine, and relative isolation of this beautiful valley.  It is not uncommon to traverse 

the length of the lake and not run into another boater. 

 

Weather Normals (Nakusp) 

January 

Avg: -3.0°C 

Max: -0.4°C 

Min: -5.7°C 

Precip: 

101.2 mm 

February 

Avg: -1.1°C 

Max: 2.1°C 

Min: -4.4°C 

Precip:  

74.7 mm 

March 

Avg: 2.5°C 

Max: 7.1°C 

Min: -2.2°C 

Precip:  

52.3 mm 

April 

Avg: 7.2°C 

Max: 13°C 

Min: 1.4°C 

Precip:  

51.1 mm 

May 

Avg: 12.1°C 

Max:18.4°C 

Min: 5.7°C 

Precip:  

61.9 mm 

June 

Avg: 15.8°C 

Max:22.1°C 

Min: 9.3°C 

Precip:  

77.5 mm 

July 

Avg: 18.3°C 

Max:25.4°C 

Min: 11.2°C 

Precip:  

59.3 mm 

August 

Avg: 17.9°C 

Max:24.7°C 

Min: 10.9°C 

Precip:  

58.3 mm 

September 

Avg: 12.4°C 

Max:18.2°C 

Min: 6.5°C 

Precip:  

56.5 mm 

October 

Avg: 6.8°C 

Max:11.0°C 

Min: 2.6°C 

Precip:  

56.8 mm 

November 

Avg: 1.7°C 

Max: 4.4°C 

Min: -1.0°C 

Precip:  

88.6 mm 

December 

Avg: -2.1°C 

Max: 0.2°C 

Min: -4.4°C 

Precip:  

103.9 mm 

Source: Environment Canada. 

Note: These are average conditions.  Temperatures can reach as high as 40°C in July and 

August and as low as -25°C in December and January. 

 

Average Lake Levels 

The Arrow Lakes reach a maximum elevation of approximately 440 metres (1,444 feet) 

above sea level in summer after the spring melting period has concluded.  Waters then 

recede during the autumn and winter to a low mark of 429 metres (1,407 feet).  Lake 

users should be aware of these fluctuating levels at various times of the year.  Features 

invisible at high water in summer may be quite prominent at low water; consequently, 

many of the features accessible by paddling at high water (e.g. waterfalls, creek mouths, 

inlets, higher-level beaches) may not be accessible at low water. 

 

Radio Stations 

Nakusp:  103.1 FM – CKKC (KBS – adult contemporary music, Nelson) 

107.1 FM - CJHQ (Nakusp Community Radio) 

900 AM – CBTK (CBC Radio, Kelowna) 

Castlegar: 90.3 FM – CJAT (KBS – adult contemporary music, Trail) 

 93.3 FM – CKQR (Mountain FM – classic rock, Castlegar) 

 94.9 FM – CBTK (CBC Radio, Kelowna) 

 

Cellular Phone Service 

Cell phone service is sparse on the lake.  As of March 2010, only the areas in a 10-km 

radius from Nakusp (Telus) and Castlegar (Bell, Rogers, Telus) have reliable cellular 

phone coverage.  Be aware of this and make sure you have let others know of your 

travel plan when traversing the lake. 

 

Information is accurate at time of printing but is subject to change. 

Funding for this project was provided by a grant from the Columbia 

Basin Trust. 

 

 

© Nakusp Paddling Club Society 2011 

 

Emergency Information 

Police, Fire, Ambulance: 911 

RCMP (Non-Emergency): Nakusp 250-265-3677  Castlegar 250-365-7721 

Fire (Non-Emergency): Nakusp 250-265-3563  Castlegar 250-365-3266 

     Robson 250-365-6065 

Hospital (Non-Emergency): Nakusp (Arrow Lakes Hospital) 250-265-3622 

Community Health Centre (Urgent Care): Castlegar 250-365-7711 

                   Edgewood 250-269-7313 

 

Ferry Schedules 

Ferries represent an integral part of the local transportation system.  Three of them 

traverse the lakes, connecting the Arrow Lakes to the provincial highway system.  All 

three ferries are free of charge.  They are listed here from north to south.  Any inquiries 

about the ferries should be directed to the operator, Western Pacific Marine Ltd., at 

250-265-2201. 

 

Upper Arrow Lake Ferry 

Route: Crosses Upper Arrow Lake between Shelter Bay and Galena Bay on Highway 23. 

Crossing Time: 20 minutes 

Capacity: 50 vehicles (150 passengers). 

Schedule: From Shelter Bay, every hour on the hour from 5:00 am to 12:00 am.  From 

Galena Bay, every hour on the half-hour from 5:30 am to 12:30 am.  

Note: This route is prone to long line-ups on holidays and during summer season.  A 

second ferry operates the route as needed between May 15 and October 15 during 

daytime hours. 

 

Arrow Park Ferry 

Route: Crosses the Narrows at Arrow Park on Arrow Park Road. 

Crossing Time: 5 minutes. 

Capacity: 24 vehicles (75 passengers) 

Schedule: On demand from 5:00 am to 12:00 noon and again from 2:15 pm to 9:10 pm. 

 

Needles Ferry 

Route: Crosses Lower Arrow Lake between Fauquier and Needles on Highway 6. 

Crossing Time: 7 minutes. 

Capacity: 30 vehicles (144 passengers) 

Schedule: From Fauquier, every 30 minutes on the hour and half hour from 5:00 am to 

10:00 pm, and then on demand from 10:15 pm to 5:00 am.  From Needles, every 30 

minutes at 15 and 45 minutes past the hour from 5:15 am to 9:45pm, and then on 

demand from 10:00 pm to 5:15 am. 

 

Fishing 

Numerous species of fish inhabit the Arrow Lakes, most  notably rainbow trout, bull 

trout, kokanee, and (at creek mouths) whitefish.  Rainbow trout and kokanee make up 

most of the catches.  Trout usually range from 2-7 kg but have been known to reach 12 

kg.  Kokanee tend to be far smaller.  Sturgeon are known to inhabit the lake but are 

caught extremely rarely.  Due to the great depths of much of the lakes and the 

fluctuations of the water level, trolling is the preferred method of fishing. Winter is the 

preferred time of year for bigger fish.  Hotspots can be found at the drop-offs between 

Nakusp and Galena Bay, and between Edgewood and Deer Park.  Equipment and lures 

can be found at the marinas in Nakusp and Castlegar as well as the Edgewood general 

store. 

 

Wildlife  

As most of the Arrow Lakes are surrounded by wilderness, the opportunity for wildlife 

viewing is immense.  Perhaps the trademark species of the region is the osprey, the 

large bird that can often be seen plucking fish from the lake or building nests on the 

telephone poles along Highway 6.  The great blue heron is also common.  Grizzly bears 

can also be seen quite frequently emerging from the woods to feed on fish at creek 

mouths.  Elk and deer are common in the region.  Along the west side of the Narrows, 

cattle are often seen foraging along the shoreline.  Occasionally mountain goats can be 

observed at higher elevations on the west side.  Bighorn sheep can be seen in the 

Syringa Park area.  Smaller animals such as squirrels, frogs, chipmunks and porcupines 

can be observed at parks and campsites.  

As always, be careful and respectful when observing wildlife.  Do not attempt to interact 

with wildlife, including feeding.  Take pictures from a distance and stay safe. 

Forest cover in the area is mainly interior cedar and hemlock, becoming drier as one 

moves southward.  South of Edgewood, ponderosa pine becomes common. 

 

Note: This is merely a guide for information purposes.  The Nakusp Paddling Club 

Society is not responsible for the safety or activity of lake users, and does not warrant 

the complete accuracy of this document. Therefore, be mindful when using this or any 

document to plan your activities. Please be cautious and safe when recreating. 

Wilderness recreation is inherently dangerous, and you may come into contact with 

unexpected conditions at any time.  It is your responsibility to know about local 

conditions and regulations regarding recreational activities and land access.   



 



Navigational Points of Interest         Map #1 – Blanket Creek to Cape Horn 

# Latitude/Longitude 

Easting/Northing (UTM 11) 

Place Name Feature Type Description 

01 50° 50.249'N  118° 4.878'W 

423863 E  5632310 N 

Blanket Creek Provincial 

Park 

Provincial park, camping, 

beach, canoe launch, 

waterfall, trail 

Popular 63-site campground, washrooms, picnic areas, hiking trails, canoe 

launch, swimming lagoon, Sutherland Falls. Creek mouth is also good 

emergency boat shelter at high water. 

02 50° 49.270'N  118° 2.987'W 

426055 E  5630463 N 

Akolkolex River River mouth, port Some sandy beaches depending on water level and current. Wild fluctuations 

in water level. Private grazing land to south of river mouth. 

 50° 49.365'N  118° 1.797'W 

427455 E  5630620 N 

Akolkolex Falls Waterfall, trail Port here for 500 metre walk along Akolkolex-Dumont FSR to access tiered 

series of waterfalls along Akolkolex River. 

03 50° 48.696'N  118° 2.460'W 

426652 E  5629391 N 

Transmission Lines Point of interest Power lines from Cranberry Lake.  Keep to middle of channel. 

04 50° 48.764'N  118° 1.185'W 

428158 E  5629496 N 

Private Ranch Emergency port Private ranch with boat dock, extensive beachfront. Bay makes good shelter in 

emergency, but keep away otherwise.  Lies on site of former village of 12 Mile. 

05 50° 47.892'N  118° 0.967'W 

428291 E  5627877 N 

unnamed Port Sand beach.  Becomes island at high water. 

06 50° 47.683'N  118° 1.295'W 

428001 E  5627494 N 

unnamed Point of interest Edge of land at high water.  Not accessible at low water. 

07 50° 47.045'N  118° 0.101'W 

429387 E  5626294 N 

unnamed Waterfall Scenic waterfall empties onto steep rock beach. 

 50° 46.953'N  118° 0.342'W 

429102 E  5626126 N 

Old Highway Bed Point of interest Old roadway visible at low-to-mid water. Point marks west edge of channel at 

low water. 

08 50° 46.504'N  117° 59.765'W 

429769 E  5625285 N 

Tank Island Port Sand beach with good shelter. Easily accessed at high water. Accessible during 

low water only from side channel beginning at south end of Crawford Creek 

beach. Old roadbed visible at low water. 

09 50° 46.431'N  118° 1.145'W 

428145 E  5625172 N 

unnamed Port Expansive sand beach accessible at high water only. 

10 50° 46.105'N  117° 59.662'W 

429880 E  5624544 N 

Tank Creek Port Expansive sand beach. Good shelter. May be hard/impossible access directly at 

low water; seasonal channel begins to south at Crawford Creek. 

11 50° 45.183'N  117° 59.861'W 

429623 E  5622838 N 

unnamed Port Expansive sand beach. 

12 50° 45.236'N  117° 59.282'W 

430305 E  5622927 N 

Crawford Creek Port Expansive beach at low/mid water. Possible road access from Revelstoke side. 

13 50° 44.366'N  117° 58.278'W 

431464 E  5621299 N 

Dumont Creek Port 1 km-long grassy beach. Old roadbed visible at low water. 

14 50° 43.675'N  117° 57.652'W 

432183 E  5620009 N 

Wallis Creek Port Grassy area. Large island present during mid-water but submerged at high 

water. Old roadbed visible at low water. 

15 50° 42.372'N  117° 59.137'W 

430404 E  5617617 N 

Little Fish Creek/Cranberry 

Creek 

River mouth, point of 

interest 

Two-creek delta denotes north end of open lake water in winter. Extreme 

water fluctuation between winter and summer. 

16 50° 41.718'N  117° 58.838'W 

430740 E  5616401 N 

Eagle Bay  Port Sheltered beach. 

17 50° 41.097'N  117° 58.137'W 

431550 E  5615239 N 

unnamed Port Private cabin with road access. Small coves for emergency porting ONLY. 

18 50° 40.387'N  117° 57.182'W 

431480 E  5613924 N 

unnamed Port Fine gravel beach. 

19 50° 41.577'N  117° 55.030'W 

435219 E  5616082 N 

Arrowhead Point of interest Old rail & mill town of Arrowhead is submerged below water here. Sandy 

beach can be used as emergency port. 

20 50° 41.677'N  117° 52.853'W 

437784 E  5616236 N 

Henrys Creek Port Some shelter in coves on either side of point. 

21 50° 42.316'N  117° 49.336'W 

441337 E  561 7373 N 

Whiskey Point Beacon Light beacon on head of point. 

 50° 42.745'N  117° 49.482'W 

441775 E  5618170 N 

Whiskey Point Properties Point of interest Private vacation development. No road access. Often many floating houses 

anchored on beach. West end of extensive beachfront on Beaton arm 

extending to Comaplix. 

22 50° 44.616'N  117° 47.779'W 

443816 E  5617909 N 

Hadow Creek Port Bay at creek mouth. 

23 50° 45.162'N  117° 46.741'W 

445047 E  5622614 N 

Comaplix Cemetery Point of interest, trail Follow the road that leads from the lake at the east side of Comaplix Creek 

mouth 300 m to first large right bend. Some bushwhacking will be required to 

access this historic cemetery with graves from 85-110 years ago. 

24 50° 45.322'N  117° 45.963'W 

445965 E  5622901 N 

Comaplix Port, point of interest Site of sawmill town that existed from 1898 until it burned to the ground in 

1915. East end of extensive beach network along Beaton Arm. 

25 50° 45.378'N  117° 44.841'W 

447285 E  5622991 N 

Town Creek Port Porting potential at low water. 

26 50° 45.070'N  117° 43.424'W 

448945 E  5622404 N 

Incomappleux Delta River mouth, point of 

interest 

Largest delta on the Arrow Lakes. Especially expansive at low water. River 

canyon accessible at high water. 

 50° 44.871'N  117° 43.756'W 

448551 E  5622039 N 

Incomappleux Delta Port Grassy areas at low water only. 

27 50° 44.625'N  117° 43.271'W 

449117 E  5621578 N 

Beaton Boat Launch Boat launch Depth permitting (high water only). Road access from Fish River Road. 

 50° 44.370'N  117° 43.739'W 

448562 E  5621110 N 

Beaton Port, point of interest Small village well past its mining heyday of 100 years ago, no services. Nice 

beaches with good areas for boat shelter at high water. Road access 

connecting with Highway 31. 

28 50° 41.696'N  117° 48.153'W 

442894 E  5616213 N 

Blind Bay Port Excellent port for shelter. Grassy area with gravel beach on west side of bay.  

29 50° 41.988'N  117° 48.746'W 

442625 E  5616757 N 

Dickinson Point Point of interest Prominent point on south side of Beaton Arm. 

30 50° 41.061'N  117° 50.755'W 

440241 E  5615066 N 

East Thumb Port Small bay has road access from Galena Bay, good shelter and grassy areas. 

Marks east end of the Thumb. 



Navigational Points of Interest         Map #1 – Blanket Creek to Cape Horn 

31 50° 40.708'N  117° 52.521'W 

438154 E  5614436 N 

Inukshuk Port, point of interest Road access from Hill Creek Road. Sheltered with gravel beach. Scenic inukshuk 

on rocks. 

32 50° 40.211'N  117° 53.634'W 

436832 E  5613530 N 

West Thumb Port Some beach here at low water. 

 50° 39.857'N  117° 53.807'W 

436621 E  5612877 N 

Hill Creek Road Port Emergency road access. Not recommended port otherwise. 

33 50° 39.214'N  117° 53.704'W 

436727 E  5611684 N 

Storm Point Point of interest Southwest point of the Thumb. North shore entrance to Galena Bay. 

34 50° 40.279'N  117° 50.943'W 

440003 E  5613619 N 

Galena Bay Port, point of interest Rural community at head of bay/mouth of Hill Creek. Good beaches and 

shelter, calm waters. Popular with boaters. No services. 

35 50° 39.727'N  117° 50.716'W 

440259 E  5612593 N 

Galena Shores Point of interest New high-end real estate development under construction here. 

36 50° 39.003'N  117° 50.767'W 

440183 E  5611252 N 

Mackenzie Creek Port Nice bay with highway access from Sagacious Road. Beachfront immediately 

adjacent to creek is private; avoid conflict and use south side of bay if possible. 

37 50° 38.150'N  117° 51.740'W 

439018 E  5609684 N 

Jenning Creek Port Accessible from Olsen Road. Good shelter in creek mouth. 

38 50° 37.605'N  117° 52.029'W 

438666 E  5605678 N 

Galena Bay Ferry Landing Boat launch, ferry 

landing, beach, picnic 

area 

Landing for Upper Arrow Lake Ferry. Rest area with washrooms, picnic area. 

Sand/rock beach on north side is most accessible; beach on south side of point 

is more sheltered. Watch for ferries. 

39 50° 38.229'N  117° 55.442'W 

434657 E  5609883 N 

Shelter Bay Provincial Park Provincial park, camping, 

beach, boat launch 

Rustic provincial park with ten campsites, picnic area, boat launch, fine 500m-

long beach. 

40 50° 37.848'N  117° 55.359'W 

434746 E  5609176 N 

Bannock Point Beacon Light beacon on cliffside. Watch for ferry rounding corner. 

 50° 38.036'N  117° 55.795'W 

434237 E  5609531 N 

Shelter Bay Ferry Landing Boat launch, ferry 

landing, beach, picnic 

area, trail, pay phone 

Landing for Upper Arrow Lake Ferry. Rest area with picnic tables, washrooms, 

pay phone, trails to viewpoint. Concession stand during daytime in summer. 

400m of beach on west side of ramp to Bannock Creek.  Watch for ferries. 

41 50° 37.133'N  117° 56.602'W 

433264 E  5607869 N 

Shelter Bay Log Dump Port Rock beach, not ideal. Avoid when dump in use. 

42 50° 36.404'N  117° 53.040'W 

437448 E  5606467 N 

Nacillewaet Creek Port 350m-long gravel beach. 

43 50° 36.024'N  117° 56.775'W 

433034 E  5605817 N 

unnamed Port Short gravel beach south of creek mouth. 

44 50° 35.466'N  117° 54.738'W 

435424 E  5604753 N 

Albert Point Beacon Light beacon on Cliffside. 

45 50° 35.059'N  117° 56.983'W 

432766 E  5604032 N 

unnamed Port Long gravel beach. Rocky cove at north end. 

46 50° 34.455'N  117° 57.192'W 

432505 E  5602915 N 

Odin Creek Port Long, sandy beach in expansive cove. 

47 50° 33.973'N  117° 56.989'W 

432733 E  5602019 N 

Eagle Point Camping, beach Campsite with large beachfront and good shelter on both sides of point. South 

side is popular. Road access. 

48 50° 33.049'N  117° 56.869'W 

432853 E  5600305 N 

Pingston Powerhouse River mouth, point of 

interest 

Outflow from Pingston hydroelectric plant. Not safe for access. 

49 50° 31.626'N  117° 56.724'W 

432990 E  5597666 N 

unnamed Port Mediocre beach on north side of point suitable for emergency port. 

50 50° 31.688'N  117° 54.340'W 

435808 E  5597745 N 

Burnham Road Point of interest, fishing Series of private cabins including rustic Coyote Springs resort.  Good fishing 

below rock wall 1 km to north of cabins. 

51 50° 31.006'N  117° 54.075'W 

436106 E  5596478 N 

Halcyon Hot Springs Resort Point of interest, 

camping, pay phone 

Full-service resort. Hot springs pools, restaurant, minor necessities, cabins, 

campground, pay phone, spa.  Private homes and beachfront at south end. 

 50° 30.419'N  117° 54.126'W 

436032 E  5595391 N 

Halcyon South Port Small beach with road access. 

52 50° 30.168'N  117° 54.403'W 

435699 E  5594929 N 

unnamed Port Large sandy beach guarded by rock outcrop. 

53 50° 29.336'N  117° 54.636'W 

435405 E  5593391 N 

unnamed Port Small cove with gravel beach. 

54 50° 28.166'N  117° 57.341'W 

432179 E  5591263 N 

Limekiln North Port Rock beach on north side of point. 

55 50° 27.902'N  117° 54.943'W 

435009 E  5590738 N 

Ann Point Port, beacon Flat, semi-sandy beach guarded by rock outcrop. Light beacon above outcrop. 

56 50° 27.150'N  117° 57.455'W 

435569 E  5589337 N 

Limekiln South Port Sheltered sand/gravel beach on south side of point. 

57 50° 26.388'N  117° 57.241'W 

432255 E  5587966 N 

Pingston Creek & Falls Port, waterfall Gravel beach with road access at mouth of estuary.  Small, attractive waterfalls 

at head of estuary. Easier to access from estuary at high water. 

 50° 25.855'N  117° 56.996'W 

432532 E  5586975 N 

Pingston South Port, trail Short gravel beach. Trail access to forest service road. 

58 50° 26.787'N  117° 54.227'W 

435831 E  5588661 N 

Halfway Log Dump Port Semi-popular rocky beach on north side of log dump. Use St. Leon Creek 

instead when dump is active. 

 50° 26.624'N  117° 53.733'W 

436412 E  5588352 N 

Halfway River Delta River mouth, port Large, shallow delta adjacent to log dump.  Major water level fluctuations 

between seasons. 

 50° 26.440'N  117° 53.417'W 

436782 E  5588007 N 

St. Leon Delta Port Grassy area adjacent to St. Leon/Halfway delta. Large beach with shallow 

water, especially in spring. Road access. 

59 50° 25.315'N  117° 53.904'W 

436180 E  5585929 N 

St. Leon Point Port Rock/scree beach on south side of point. 

60 50° 24.274'N  117° 53.777'W 

436307 E  5583998 N 

Ione Falls River mouth, waterfall Notable creek mouth downstream of Ione Falls on Highway 23. 

61 50° 24.610'N  117° 55.920'W 

433477 E  5584652 N 

Catherine Point Port Rock outcrop shelters two small gravel beaches on each side. 

 



 



Navigational Points of Interest         Map #2 –Cape Horn to Caribou Point 

# Latitude/Longitude 

Easting/Northing (UTM 11) 

Place Name Feature Type Description 

01 50° 23.270'N  117° 55.520'W 

434220 E  5582163 N 

unnamed Landmark Prominent point only notable for landmarking. 

02 50° 22.308'N  117° 56.435'W 

433113 E  5580393 N 

Fosthall Bay Port Expansive 1.5 km beach extending length of bay; alternates between sand & 

rock. 

03 50° 21.723'N  117° 56.397'W 

433134 E  5579309 N 

Fosthall Creek Port Sandy beach on both sides of creek mouth.  Lots of room for safe porting along 

beach and estuary. 

 50° 21.622'N  117° 56.653'W 

432838 E  5579125 N 

Fosthall Falls Waterfall Spectacular waterfalls with postcard view.  Hard to access at low water. 

04 50° 21.239'N  117° 56.159'W 

433415 E  5578408 N 

Fosthall Port Very popular area. Road access. Large sandy beachfront on Farm Bay. 

05 50° 21.502'N  117° 53.602'W 

436453 E  5578858 N 

Rainbow Bay Port Rock beach with driftwood. Safe port. 

06 50° 20.671'N  117° 53.644'W 

436384 E  5577319 N 

Cape Horn Beacon Light beacon on cliffside. 

07 50° 20.858'N  117° 55.901'W 

433712 E  5577698 N 

Fosthall Log Dump Port, boat launch Large, sandy beaches. Road access. Avoid during logging season. 

08 50° 20.251'N  117° 55.651'W 

433995 E  5576570 N 

South Fosthall Port, point of interest Road-accessible old ferry landing (pre-1968) with old wharf pilings at north end 

of 2 km-long gravel beach. 

09 50° 19.747'N  117° 55.891'W 

433698 E  5575639 N 

Kokanee Spawning Ground Port, fishing, point of 

interest 

Kokanee spawning ground suitable for fishing. Surrounded by expansive gravel 

beaches. 

10 50° 20.400'N  117° 53.093'W 

437032 E  5576809 N 

Cape Horn Landing Point of interest, port Former ferry landing for ferry pre-1968. 

11 50° 19.072'N  117° 52.116'W 

438162 E  5574334 N 

Newfoundland Cove Port Isolated scree slope safe for porting. 

12 50° 18.019'N  117° 51.296'W 

437925 E  5572386 N 

Shoreholme Point of interest Historic century-old estate that was family home to H.W. Herridge, long-time 

Member of Parliament. 

13 50° 17.121'N  117° 49.757'W 

440921 E  5570687 N 

MacLeod Creek Port Small area with rock beach. 

14 50° 17.139'N  117° 53.438'W 

436550 E  5570771 N 

unnamed Port Short gravel beach. 

15 50° 16.488'N  117° 52.714'W 

437396 E  5569554 N 

unnamed Port Mediocre rock beach. 

16 50° 15.292'N  117° 49.210'W 

441533 E  5567290 N 

Telegraph Bay Port Rock beach. 

17 50° 14.550'N  117° 49.184'W 

441549 E  5565915 N 

Kuskanax Creek Delta Port, rivermouth Large, rocky delta surrounded by flat sands with potential for picnics, especially 

in spring. Large water fluctuations in summer and autumn bury most of the 

sand. Municipal lands, no tenting or campfires. 

 50° 14.318'N  117° 48.590'W 

442250 E  5565477 N 

Nakusp Public Beach Beach, port Golden sand beach. Bathrooms and changing rooms. Adjacent to Nakusp 

Recreation Park and waterfront walkway. Walking distance to amenities 

downtown and village campground. 

18 50° 14.160'N  117° 47.872'W 

443100 E  5565175 N 

Nakusp Wharf Boat launch At foot of Nelson Avenue. Parking access. Fishing & camping supplies, 

washrooms, picnic table. All other neccessities within walking distance in 

downtown Nakusp.  East end of waterfront walkway. 

 50° 13.880'N  117° 47.681'W 

443321 E  5564654 N 

Rothwell Point Point of interest, boat 

launch 

Industrial park with breakwater and pier. 

19 50° 13.500'N  117° 47.481'W 

443552 E  5563947 N 

Nakusp Creek Port North end of Crescent Bay. Small beach on north side of creek. 

20 50° 13.560'N  117° 50.762'W 

439652 E  5564101 N 

unnamed Port Rocky bay, safe for porting. 

21 50° 13.377'N  117° 50.411'W 

440066 E  5563758 N 

unnamed Point of interest Private cabin on point. 

22 50° 13.010'N  117° 49.960'W 

440594 E  5563071 N 

Blackie Rodgers Port Two gravel beaches separated by rock outcrop. North beach is rockier. 

23 50° 12.633'N  117° 49.573'W 

441047 E  5562368 N 

Smith Point Beacon Light beacon on outcrop. 

 50° 12.305'N  117° 49.591'W 

441019 E  5561760 N 

Smith Point Beach Port Great sandy beach with excellent shelter. Popular with houseboats in summer 

for its view of Nakusp. 

24 50° 12.234'N  117° 46.716'W 

444437 E  5561592 N 

Crescent Bay (south end) Point of interest, cabins South end of bedroom community of Crescent Bay. No services but private 

accommodation at O’Brien’s on the Lake. Private waterfront north to Nakusp. 

25 50° 11.265'N  117° 47.259'W 

443772 E  5559803 N 

Stump Beach Port Gravel beach lives up to its name. 

26 50° 11.577'N  117° 49.865'W 

440678 E  5560415 N 

unnamed Port Mediocre rock beach. 

27 50° 10.945'N  117° 49.577'W 

441007 E  5559240 N 

Vipond Creek Rivermouth, point of 

interest 

Site of former log dump; may be reactivated in future. Look for old logs and 

pilings on the shore. 

28 50° 10.464'N  117° 49.610'W 

440958 E  5558349 N 

Saddle Bay Port Extensive rock/sand beach stretches along southern 2/3 of the bay. 

29 50° 10.360'N  117° 47.347'W 

443649 E  5558127 N 

Donnellys Cove (Dog 

Creek) 

Port Rock beach makes excellent port. Sand beach exposed at low water. 

30 50° 9.668'N  117° 47.325'W 

443662 E  5556844 N 

Bayview Estates (Donnellys 

Road) 

Port, boat launch Small village, no services. Canoe/kayak launching available from ends of 

Donnellys and Bayview roads. Private waterfront otherwise. 

 50° 9.430'N  117° 47.378'W 

443594 E  5556404 N 

Bayview Estates (Bayview 

Road) 

Port, boat launch  

31 50° 9.805'N  117° 49.394'W 

441202 E  5557125 N 

South Saddle Bay Port Fantastic sand/grass beach with great exposure. Watch for driftwood. 
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32 50° 9.197'N  117° 47.735'W 

443165 E  5555977 N 

Morton Beach Port, provincial park Expansive sand beach in north section of McDonald Creek Provincial Park. Site 

of former Morton family ranch expropriated by government in advance of 

Keenleyside Dam. Boat access only permitted; day-use only. Watch for 

spawning Kokanee in early autumn in McDonald Creek. 

33 50° 9.006'N  117° 49.112'W 

441521 E  5555641 N 

Stanley Creek Tenting, beach, 

provincial park 

Secluded creek mouth makes great camping. Long, sandy beach on south side 

of creek mouth extends 1km south. This marks the north boundary of 

McDonald Creek Provincial Park; respect park rules. 

34 50° 8.443'N  117° 48.870'W 

441798 E  5554594 N 

Bahamas Beach Tenting, beach, 

provincial park 

500m-long sand spit inside McDonald Creek Provincial Park; perhaps the best 

beach on the lake. Extremely popular, especially among locals wishing to avoid 

crowds at main McDonald Creek campsite. Sand spit rejoins to mainland at low 

water, forming one massive beach; lagoon separates beach from land in 

summer. Be sure to be mindful of park rules.   

 50° 8.419'N  117° 49.136'W 

441481 E  5554553 N 

West Demars Tenting, beach, 

provincial park, point of 

interest 

Site of turn-of-century farming community destroyed in anticipation of 

flooding from Keenleyside Dam in 1968. Named for Nels Demars, the first 

permanent white settler of the Arrow Lakes region in the 1860s. Grassy 

camping spots at high water sheltered by Bahamas Beach spit. Exposed lagoon 

becomes massive beach at low water. 

 50° 8.123'N  117° 49.765'W 

440726 E  5554013 N 

McDonald Creek Provincial 

Park (south boundary) 

Beach, port, provincial 

park 

Small creek mouth marks south boundary of park. Excellent shelter, especially 

at low water when estuary is longer. Stick to north side of cove (beachy side) to 

avoid conflict with privately-owned south side. Majority of west side is 

privately-owned here south through Arrow Park. 

35 50° 8.025'N  117° 48.585'W 

442129 E  5553816 N 

McDonald Creek Provincial 

Park (east side) 

Camping, beach, boat 

launch, provincial park, 

beacon 

Very popular provincial park campground. 46 sites with toilets, picnic area. 

1km of sandy beach (best beach located adjacent to day-use area next to boat 

launch and beacon). Originally a homestead, the park was operated by the 

local Legion branch until transfer to BC Parks in 1982. 

36 50° 7.621'N  117° 49.206'W 

441381 E  5553075 N 

Idler Road Point of interest Private subdivision. 

37 50° 7.099'N  117° 50.952'W 

439290 E  5552131 N 

unnamed Port Grassy shore. 

38 50° 6.573'N  117° 50.719'W 

439557 E  5551153 N 

Scalping Knife East Port 500 m of grass/gravel beach. 

 50° 6.519'N  117° 51.032'W 

439183 E  5551057 N 

Scalping Knife West Port Gravel beach at creek mouth. Sandier at low water. 

39 50° 6.485'N  117° 51.892'W 

438157 E  5551006 N 

Channel Marker Beacon Floating buoy represents middle of main navigation channel. Lit at night.  

Private property to west. 

40 50° 6.192'N  117° 53.626'W 

436084 E  5550488 N 

Rock Island Resort & 

Pottery 

Cabins, point of interest Private lakeside resort and pottery studio with fully-equipped cabins and yurt. 

Built near location of Rock Island Ranch (est. 1889), first farm on the Arrow 

Lakes.  Look for old log dump pilings and floating logs across the lake. 

41 50° 6.296'N  117° 54.157'W 

435453 E  5550688 N 

 

East Arrow Park Ferry 

Landing 

Boat launch Small, charming ferry connects both sides of community of Arrow Park. 

Community has no services on either side. Be aware, ferry crosses back-and-

forth constantly acrosss the narrow channel. Best port is on west side of dock.  

42 50° 6.581'N  117° 54.038'W 

435602 E  5551214 N 

West Arrow Park Ferry 

Landing 

Boat launch, beacon Main access to forestry and recreation activities on west side of Upper Arrow 

Lake. Best port for canoes is on the west side of the dock below light beacon. 

43 50° 6.211'N  117° 55.499'W 

433852 E  5550550 N 

Mosquito Creek Port, point of interest 1-to-2 km-long estuary. Very popular with sailboats. Best year-round shelters 

are at the mouth, but good shelter can be found all the way up to the head of 

the estuary, especially at low water. Major water fluctuations significantly alter 

size and shape of estuary between seasons. 

44 50° 5.966'N  117° 55.009'W 

434441 E  5550089 N 

Arrow Park Point Port, point of interest Grassy beach. Old Highway 6 (Rock Island Road) visible at low water.  

45 50° 5.848'N  117° 55.809'W 

433474 E  5549882 N 

Stobo Creek Port Great shelter with tall sand cliffs. Sand beaches on north side of creek and at 

creek mouth. 

 50° 5.538'N  117° 56.009'W 

433229 E  5549310 N 

Mauchline Creek Port Great shelter with tall sand cliffs. Sand beach on south side of mouth. 

46 50° 5.311'N  117° 56.259'W 

432925 E  5548894 N 

Evans Creek Port Great shelter with sand beach on north side of mouth. 

 50° 4.987'N  117° 56.300'W 

432869 E  5548294 N 

unnamed Port Good shelter in estuary with grassy area. Massive estuary size fluctuations 

between seasons. 

47 50° 5.237'N 117° 55.583'W 

433730 E  5548746 N 

Arrow Park Frontage Road Point of interest. Old highway through Arrow Park visible at low water. 

48 50° 4.753'N  117° 56.298'W 

432866 E  5547860 N 

Alwen Creek Port Good shelter in emergency. 

49 50° 4.147'N  117° 55.303'W 

434039 E  5546722 N 

Makinson Port,beach, point of 

interest 

Outstanding long sandy beach becomes sandbar island in mid-to-high water. A 

great place to port while avoiding private property on the shore. Site of 

another former community abandoned in advance of Keenleyside Dam. Today, 

this is the south end of the community of Arrow Park. 

50 50° 3.775'N  117° 55.819'W 

433414 E  5546041 N 

Gustafson Creek Port Point of land with small, sandy beach in summer. Beach becomes quite large at 

low water. Emergency port in creek mouth to north. 

51 50° 3.423'N  117° 55.623'W 

433640 E  5545386 N 

Dixon Creek Beacon Large pole serves as navigational beacon and shallow water marker. Water is 

extremely shallow to 300m away from shore in summer extending 1500m 

south; area is extensive beach at low water.  

52 50° 3.097'N  117° 55.513'W 

433764 E  5544780 N 

unnamed Port Road access from West Arrow Park here at high water. Small inlet surrounded 

by extensive beach at low water. 

 

53 50° 2.112'N  117° 54.604'W 

434826 E  5542941 N 

Carroll’s Landing Beacon, point of interest Floating buoy with light beacon in middle of navigation channel. Scenic houses 

on east shore can be seen. Carroll's Landing was rural community abandoned 

in advance of Keenleyside Dam. 
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 50° 2.048'N  117° 55.022'W 

434326 E  5542829 N 

 

Graham’s Landing Port, point of interest Sandbar above water at extreme low water only.  Former site of community 

removed in anticipation of Keenleyside Dam. Beach and boat launch on south 

side of Graham Creek are private. 

54 50° 0.142'N 117° 54.685'W 

434685 E  5539292 N 

Belleview Port Mediocre grass/mud beach; possible camping in grass or shelter in creek 

mouth. 

55 49° 59.510'N  117° 53.330'W 

436290 E  5538101 N 

Burton Historical Park Camping, boat launch, 

beach 

Community-run 33 site campground with large beach, washrooms, showers, 

sani-dump, and picnic area. Located on site of original Burton family farm. 2 

blocks from Burton Community Hall (Internet access) and community park via 

Lakeview Park Road. Burton store no longer operating as of September 2009, 

bring your own provisions.  Boat launch at north end; picnic table on dock. 

Almost all of the high-water-level beachfront between here and Arrow Park 

north of dock is private. 

 49° 59.336'N  117° 53.686'W 

435860 E  5537784 N 

Old Burton Point of interest, port Location of original Burton townsite. Old Highway 6 and other streets visible at 

low water. Accessible from Old Cemetery and Lakeview Park roads. Camping 

and motorised vehicle use not permitted. 

56 49° 59.449'N  117° 54.387'W 

435025 E  5538003 N 

Belleview Beacon Beacon Light beacon on cliffside at north entrance to narrows. 

57 49° 58.879'N  117° 53.343'W 

436260 E  5536932 N 

Burton Bridge & Bay Point of interest Burton Bridge crosses mouth of Burton & Caribou creeks. Delta at low water 

becomes estuary at high water. Possible to sail under Burton Bridge into large, 

shallow bay in medium-to-high water.  Popular with canoeists and kayakers. 

58 49° 59.050'N  117° 54.637'W 

434718 E  5537268 N 

The Narrows Point of interest Centre of navigation channel. Narrowest point marks division between Upper 

and Lower Arrow Lake. 

 49° 58.709'N  117° 54.428'W 

434960 E  5536633 N 

Burton Creek Port, beach Extremely shallow water with large expansive beach (600 ha) adjacent. 

Extreme water fluctuation between seasons. Edge of trees is public property 

line. Popular with canoeists/kayakers. Road access from north end of Robazzo 

Road. 

 49° 58.120'N  117° 54.369'W 

435017 E  5535540 N 

Burton (South) Point of interest South end of village of Burton. Lake becomes very shallow here on east side. 

Massive water fluctuations between seasons. 

59 49° 58.764'N  117° 55.322'W 

433893 E  5536748 N 

unnamed Port, beacon Good beach with mixture of sand, grass and rock. Park-like setting. Light 

beacon south side of point. 

60 49° 57.844'N  117° 55.462'W 

433704 E  5535045 N 

unnamed Port Mediocre grass/rock beach good for emergency. 

61 49° 57.666'N  117° 56.463'W 

432504 E  5534750 N 

unnamed Port Emergency port location. 

62 49° 58.278'N  117° 57.542'W 

431229 E  5535881 N 

unnamed Port Emergency shelter formed by large granite boulders that fell from the slopes of 

Mt. Ingersoll. 

63 49° 58.239'N  117° 58.264'W 

430365 E  5535819 N 

unnamed Port Small but pleasant gravel beach sheltered by boulders. Plenty of shade in trees. 

64 49° 58.070'N  117° 59.448'W 

428946 E  5535525 N 

unnamed Port Small sand/gravel beach. 

65 49° 57.808'N  118° 0.470'W 

427717 E  5535056 N 

Fern Point East Port Grass/rock beach. 

 49° 57.581'N  118° 0.746'W 

427382 E  5534639 N 

Fern Creek Beacon Light beacon on hillside. 

66 49° 57.512'N  118° 1.067'W 

426996 E  5534517 N 

Fern Bay Port Large sandy beach on north side of secluded bay. Road access connecting to 

Whatshan River Road. 
 

 

 

 
Newfoundland Cove, Shoreholme. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lagoon at Bahamas Beach (West Demars), McDonald Creek Provincial Park. 
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# Latitude/Longitude 

Easting/Northing (UTM 11) 

Place Name Feature Type Description 

01 49° 57.155'N  118° 1.608'W 

426341 E  5533864 N 

unnamed Port Port north side of point with small mud beach. 

02 49° 57.302'N  117° 59.877'W 

428407 E  5533608 N 

Caribou Point Point of interest Most prominent point on the east side of Lower Arrow Lake. 

03 49° 56.566'N  118° 1.858'W 

426027 E  5532777 N 

Christie Point Port Sand/mud beach with grassy areas. 

04 49° 55.790'N  118° 0.891'W 

427164 E  5531323 N 

Stoney Creek Port Gravel beaches with grassy area at south end. 

 49° 55.502'N  118° 1.234'W 

426746 E  5530795 N 

South Stoney Port Gravel beach in a cove with good shelter. 

05 49° 56.006'N  118° 2.611'W 

425112 E  5531752 N 

Christie Creek Port Flat, grassy area with good shelter. No beach. 

06 49° 55.631'N  118° 2.906'W 

424749 E  5531062 N 

unnamed Port Tiny but very pleasant sand beach sheltered by massive granite boulder. 

07 49° 54.853'N  118° 2.710'W 

424963 E  5529617 N 

Overhead Transmission 

Lines 

Point of interest Powerlines from Whatshan Dam. 

 49° 54.774'N  118° 2.815'W 

424836 E  5529472 N 

unnamed Port Nice sand beach with grassy area. 

08 49° 54.395'N  118° 3.167'W 

424405 E  5528776 N 

Grassy Point Port Nice sand beach on point. 

09 49° 54.619'N  118° 4.301'W 

423054 E  5529210 N 

Whatshan Powerhouse River mouth, point of 

interest, port, boat 

launch 

Outlet for Whatshan Dam. Watch for water intake, especially in calm water 

periods. Road access (Needles North Road) with canoe launch. Great fishing for 

Dolly Varden. Gravel beach on south side.  

10 49° 53.991'N  118° 4.688'W 

422574 E  5528053 N 

Needles North Beacon Light beacon above cliff. Needles is small community of acreages, campground 

but no services. Originally town of 500 mostly flooded by construction of 

Keenleyside Dam. Private acreages along waterfront. 

11 49° 53.862'N  118° 3.585'W 

423891 E  5527795 N 

Flick Subdivision Beacon Floating buoy marks main navigation channel. 

12 49° 53.417'N  118° 5.509'W 

421576 E  5527004 N 

Plum Hollow Camping Camping Private campground with electrical hook-ups, showers, laundry. 

13 49° 53.126'N  118° 3.870'W 

423530 E  5526436 N 

Detta Beach Beach, port Nice sandy beach popular with locals in north Fauquier. Day-use only.  Picnic 

tables available. 

14 49° 52.981'N  118° 5.694'W 

421342 E  5526199 N 

unnamed Port Gravel/rock beach. 

15 49° 52.673'N  118° 4.265'W 

423045 E  5520563 N 

Fauquier Provincial Park Park, boat launch Small community park with boat launch at mouth of Fauquier Creek on north 

side of golf course. Road access from Starlite Road. Watch for log booms. 

 49° 52.481'N  118° 4.561'W 

422686 E  5525253 N 

Fauquier & District Golf 

Course 

Golfing, beach Picturesque 9-hole public course on lakeshore. Nice gravel beach, especially on 

south shore. 

 49° 52.311'N  118° 4.998'W 

422158 E  5524945 N 

Fauquier Ferry Landing Boat launch, ferry 

landing, beach, picnic 

area 

East landing for Needles Ferry with frequent crossings; watch for ferry. Rest 

area with washrooms and picnic site. Village of Fauquier has two convenience 

stores, gas stations and restaurant (2 blocks from ferry), public Internet access 

(5 blocks). Canoes/kayaks launch to south side of landing on beach. 

16 49° 52.435'N  118° 5.777'W 

421228 E  5525189 N 

Needles Ferry Landing Boat launch, ferry 

landing, picnic area 

West landing for Needles Ferry with frequent crossings; watch for ferry. Rest 

area with washrooms, picnic site, and tourist info kiosk.. Canoes/kayaks launch 

to north side of landing; log booms on south side. 

17 49° 52.225'N  118° 6.285'W 

420614 E  5524808 N 

Whatshan River River mouth,  port River mouth hidden behind Grassy Point with buoys and tie-ups available. 

Good shelter. 

 49° 52.096'N  118° 5.963'W 

420996 E  5524564 N 

The Needles Port, point of interest The west half of the 'Needles'. Nice rock and sand beach extending length of 

point. Island in all but the lowest water. 

18 49° 50.745'N  118° 6.859'W 

420209 E  5522071 N 

Lower Inonoaklin Port Small cove for emergency shelter. Private property to north and south. 

19 49° 49.981'N  118° 5.207'W 

421845 E  5520632 N 

Applegrove North Port Long mud/sand/gravel beach with grassy spots on top.  Applegrove is a rural 

residential community. 

20 49° 48.152'N  118° 5.155'W 

421858 E  5517242 N 

Taite Creek North Port Sand/gravel/rock beach at creek mouth. 

 49° 47.565'N  118° 5.289'W 

421682E  5516156 N 

Taite Creek Recreation Site Camping, beach, boat 

launch 

1500 m gravel/rock beach extending south to Taite Creek.  Forest rec site on 

north side with boat launch.  Access from Applegrove Rd.  Major water 

fluctuations.  Lower beachfront is well away from property line but be 

respectful. 

21 49° 47.904'N  118° 6.680'W 

420022 E  5516809 N 

Sawmill Point Port Prominent sandy beach on large point. 

22 49° 47.304'N  118° 5.272'W 

421695 E  5515672 N 

Applegrove Point of interest Rural residential community (farmers & cottagers).  Very popular location for 

orchards in the first half of the 20
th

 century. 

23 49° 46.993'N  118° 7.501'W 

419012 E  5515135 N 

Dump Beach Port Long sandy beach on north of Edgewood. Access from Dump Road. Major 

water level change between seasons. 

 49° 46.734'N  118° 8.201'W 

418165 E  5514668 N 

Inonoaklin Creek River mouth, port Prominent river mouth. Edgewood Community Park lies to south; popular 

mooring for boats. 

24 49° 46.423'N  118° 8.259'W 

418087 E  5514093 N 

Edgewood Provincial Park Camping, boat launch, 

beach, picnic area, port 

Community-run park above Eagle Creek with pleasant camping in trees, boat 

launch and pier. Access to Edgewood townsite from Lakeshore Avenue. 3 

blocks to store, fuel, post office and phone. 7 blocks to health centre and 

Internet access. Major water level fluctuations produce a large sandy beach 

extending well into the lake with great views of surround scenery. Last beach 

on west side until Johnstone. 

25 49° 46.893'N  118° 6.047'W 

420754 E  5514922 N 

Applegrove South Port Gravel beach with grassy flat on point. 
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26 49° 46.603'N  118° 6.171'W 

420597 E  5514389 N 

unnamed Port Tiny sand beach in rocks. 

27 49° 46.434'N  118° 6.354'W 

420373 E  5514079 N 

unnamed Port Sand/gravel beach with grassy spots for camping on north side of beach.  

Respect waterfront near forestry camp in middle of beach. 

 49° 45.997'N  118° 6.656'W 

419999 E  5513275 N 

Applegrove Beacon Beacon, port Light beacon on cliffside; emergency shelter behind beacon. 

28 49° 45.318'N  118° 6.657'W 

419979 E  5512017 N 

Octopus Bay Port Gravel beach sheltered behind port. 

29 49° 44.922'N  118° 6.811'W 

419783 E  5511286 N 

Octopus Creek Recreation 

Site 

Camping, boat launch, 

beach, picnic area 

Gravel/rock beach with popular campsite.  Tiny spots of beach sand near creek 

mouth.  Boat launch access from Applegrove Road. 

30 49° 44.603'N  118° 6.727'W 

419875 E  5510693 N 

Octopus Beach Dump Port Middle section of Octopus Beach is large complex of gravel beaches.  Watch for 

logs. 

31 49° 43.984'N  118° 6.786'W 

419787 E  5509547 N 

Octopus Beach Port Long sand/gravel beach with grassy area in middle. 

32 49° 43.844'N  118° 8.666'W 

417526 E  5509322 N 

Worthington Creek Port Excellent but rocky shelter in creek mouth. 

33 49° 43.699'N  118° 6.803'W 

419759 E  5505019 N 

Octopus South Port Gravel beach in between rocky outcrops. 

34 49° 42.968'N  118° 7.064'W 

419725 E  5507670 N 

unnamed Port Rock beach with grassy spot. 

35 49° 41.514'N  118° 7.705'W 

418615 E  5504987 N 

Van Houten Beacon Beacon Light beacon on cliffside. 

36 49° 41.254'N  118° 9.563'W 

416374 E  5504539 N 

Johnstone North Port Mediocre rock beach with good shelter. 

37 49° 40.920'N  118° 9.433'W 

416521 E  5503918 N 

Johnstone Creek Tenting, port, picnic area A 'best-kept secret' among locals. Large creek mouth for shelter with great 

grassy spots for camping both in the rocks and on the south shore above the 

mouth. Picnic table on south site. Short hike through trees to Renata Road 

access. 

38 49° 39.700'N  118° 7.782'W 

418472 E  5501627 N 

Van Houten Creek Port, river mouth Gravel/rock beaches at creek mouth.  Small sand beach in middle of point. 

Rock beach with grassy spots on south side of point.   

39 49° 39.042'N  118° 8.206'W 

417943 E  5500416 N 

Sangrida Port Two short beaches protected by rocks, separated by stumps. 

40 49° 38.712'N  118° 8.399'W 

417702 E  5499808 N 

Sangrida Point Port Emergency port on scree slope, grassy area on top. 

41 49° 39.382'N  118° 9.784'W 

416055 E  5501075 N 

Johnstone Bay North Port Sandy beach on north side of bay. Access from Renata Road. 

42 49° 38.885'N  118° 10.368'W 

415338 E  5500165 N 

Johnstone Dump Boat launch, port Rocky beach with direct road (Renata Road) access to the beach for launching. 

Tie-ups available. Calmer water than Johnstone Creek. Watch for logs and 

pilings. 

43 49° 38.078'N  118° 10.388'W 

415290 E  5498670 N 

Johnstone Bay South Port 2 km-long rock/gravel beach with some sandy spots extending entire south 

length of bay. 

44 49° 36.922'N  118° 7.904'W 

418248 E  5496482 N 

 

Island Point Recreation 

Site 

Camping, beach, picnic 

area 

Rock beach with grassy camping spots, picnic tables.  Gravel beach on south 

side of creek mouth. 

45 49° 36.482'N  118° 9.469'W 

416351 E  5495695 N 

Cinnamon Point Beacon Light beacon on hillside just above high water level. 

46 49° 35.983'N   118° 9.727'W 

416026 E  5494776 N 

Cinnamon Creek Port Steep rock/sand beach on north side of mouth. 

47 49° 35.685'N  118° 7.959'W 

418147 E  5494191 N 

unnamed Port Two shelters behind points.  North beach has sand but south beach is just 

scree. 

48 49° 35.464'N  118° 7.809'W 

418321 E  5493779 N 

Gladstone Dump Port Gravel beach at end of Sunshine FS Rd.  Inukshuk on the point to the north.  

Watch for logs, pilings, old log rails. 

49 49° 35.084'N  118° 9.722'W 

416006 E  5493110 N 

Michaud Creek Port Safe port in creek mouth with very steep rock beach on side. 

50 49° 34.772'N  118° 7.525'W 

418644 E  5492491 N 

Pebble Beach Recreation 

Site 

Camping, beach, port, 

picnic area, river mouth 

Forest rec site at mouth of Gladstone Creek; access from Sunshine FS Rd. Long 

sand beach in middle; rocky beach to south.  Good shelter in creek mouth. 

51 49° 33.079'N  118° 7.239'W 

418942 E  5489349 N 

Unnamed Port Gravel beach sheltered behind rock wall with flat spot on top. 

52 49° 33.004'N  118° 9.445'W 

416281 E  5489251 N 

Cottonwood Port Sand/gravel beach. 

53 49° 32.188'N  118° 9.203'W 

416549 E  5487734 N 

North Bowman Port Mediocre rock beach makes good port. 

54 49° 32.201'N  118° 7.250'W 

418905 E  5487723 N 

Sunshine Bay Recreation 

Site 

Camping, beach, port, 

picnic area 

Forest rec site with sandy beach.  Stairs on south side to campsite and old 

cabin foundation.  Road access from Sunshine FS Rd. 

55 49° 31.853'N  118° 9.024'W 

416756 E  5487110 N 

Bowman Point Recreation 

Site 

Camping, beach, port, 

picnic area 

Great camping spot with sand beach on south side of mouth, and great grassy 

camping spots with tie-ups available. 

56 49° 31.572'N  118° 8.704'W 

417134 E  5486584 N 

Bowman Point Beacon Beacon Beacon on point. 

57 49° 31.093'N  118° 6.944'W 

419243 E  5485664 N 

Twobit Creek Port Sand/rock beach on south side of creek.  Be mindful of private cabin. 

58 49° 30.577'N  118° 8.535'W 

417310 E  5484737 N 

unnamed Port Otherwise mediocre beach has nice sandy spot behind the rock outcrop on 

shore. 
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# Latitude/Longitude 

Easting/Northing (UTM 11) 

Place Name Feature Type Description 

01 49° 31.853'N  118° 9.024'W 

416756 E  5487110 N 

Bowman Point Recreation 

Site 

Camping, beach, port, 

picnic area 

Great camping spot with sand beach on south side of mouth, and great grassy 

camping spots with tie-ups available. 

02 49° 31.572'N  118° 8.704'W 

417134 E  5486584 N 

Bowman Point Beacon Beacon Beacon on point. 

03 49° 31.093'N  118° 6.944'W 

419243 E  5485664 N 

Twobit Creek Port Sand/rock beach on south side of creek mouth. Be mindful of private cabin. 

04 49° 30.577'N  118° 8.535'W 

417310 E  5484737 N 

unnamed Port Otherwise mediocre beach has nice sandy spot behind the rock outcrop on 

shore. 

05 49° 29.531'N  118° 7.746'W 

418232 E  548284 N 

unnamed Port Rocky beach with good shelter in cove. 

06 49° 29.234'N  118° 5.924'W 

420423 E  5482202 N 

Salmon Cliffs Point of interest, fishing Series of mineral-stained pink cliffs. Good fishing at dropoffs, especially on 

north knob. 

07 49° 26.992'N  118° 5.389'W 

421009 E  5478038 N 

Broadwater Point Beacon Beacon on cliffside just above high water level. 

08 49° 26.297'N  118° 6.522'W 

419622 E  5476770 N 

Renata Dump Prt Long sand/gravel beach with pilings for tie-ups. Road access from Renata Road. 

Watch for logs and sandbars; major water fluctuations. 

09 49° 26.120'N  118° 6.308'W 

419875 E  5476439 N 

Renata Creek River mouth, point of 

interest 

At high water, this scenic creek mouth can be paddled inland a few hundred 

metres. 

 49° 25.964'N  118° 6.123'W 

420095 E  5476146 N 

Renata Port, point of interest Rural community flooded by Keenleyside Dam. Formerly a community of 

orchardists and farmers; now inhabited mainly by recreational property 

owners. Great sand beach below cliff face between Renata and Dog creeks. 

Popular site with boaters. 

10 49° 25.811'N  118° 5.787'W 

420497 E  5475857 N 

Dog Creek Port, river mouth Huge river delta extends into lake; major water fluctuations. Large sand bars 

and huge grassy flat behind beach (old townsite).  

11 49° 26.393'N  118° 4.801'W 

421704 E  5476918 N 

Anderson Beach Port Long gravel beach. 

12 49° 26.133'N  118° 4.746'W 

421763 E  5476435 N 

Anderson Point Lighthouse Beacon Beacon on top of lighthouse just west of cabins. 

 49° 25.944'N  118° 4.440'W 

422128 E  5476080 N 

Anderson Point Boat launch Canoe/boat launch just south of cabins. 

13 49° 25.110'N  118° 3.152'W 

423663 E  5474513 N 

Deer Park Beach Port Small sand beach at west end of beachfront village. 

14 49° 24.868'N  118° 2.443'W 

424514 E  5474052 N 

Deer Park Point of interest Rural community, no services. Private waterfront with many private moorings. 

15 49° 23.998'N  118° 3.683'W 

422992 E  5472461 N 

Natural Arch Point of interest Naturally-formed bridge caused by water eroding through bedrock is visible 

here far above the west shore. 

16 49° 24.086'N  118° 3.329'W 

423422 E  5472618 N 

Brooklyn Point of interest Site of short-lived town that boomed with thousands of people in 1902 with 

the construction of the Columbia & Western Railway only to bust completely 

within two years. Site is privately-owned homestead today. 

17 49° 23.696'N  118° 1.554'W 

425559 E  5471866 N 

Pup Creek Port Emergency road access. 

18 49° 23.551'N  118° 1.043'W 

426173 E  5471589 N 

Coykendahl Beacon Light beacon on point. 

19 49° 24.120'N  118° 0.039'W 

427401 E  5472627 N 

Cayuse Creek Port Log dump with access from Broadwater Road has gravel/rock beach and pilings 

for tie-ups.  Watch for logs. 

20 49° 21.926'N  117° 58.301'W 

429451 E  5468535 N 

Grass Creek East Port Emergency shelter on southeast side of point; slight grassy spot on point 

available. 

21 49° 21.794'N  117° 55.841'W 

432424 E  5468253 N 

Tulip Creek Port Sand/rock beach with tie-ups, buoys. Access from Broadwater Road. 

22 49° 21.222'N  117° 56.014'W 

432202 E  5467195 N 

Shields Point of interest Private docks on sandy beach with some sand. Use Moberly Creek instead. 

23 49° 21.092'N  117° 55.715'W 

432561 E  5466950 N 

Shields Point Port Moberly Creek mouth has with good shelter. Gravel beach extends southeast 

from point. Watch for log booms heading east toward Castlegar. 

24 49° 21.518'N  117° 55.380'W 

432976 E  5467734 N 

Tulip Beacon Beacon Light beacon on cliff. 

25 49° 20.938'N  117° 53.404'W 

435535 E  5466631 N 

Syringa Provincial Park 

Campground 

Camping, beach, hiking, 

picnic area 

Very popular 61-site provincial park campground featuring sand/rock beach, 

playground and 4-km long Yellow Pine Nature Trail. Main picnic/day-use area 

just west of main campground. 

26 49° 20.467'N  117° 52.293'W 

436689 E  5465743 N 

Syringa Boat Launch Boat launch, beach, 

picnic area 

Very popular boat launch, beach, and day use picnic site at eastern boundary 

of Syringa Provincial Park. Main boat launch on east side of point; alternate on 

west side. 

27 49° 20.265'N  117° 52.614'W 

436296 E  5465373 N 

McCormick Beacon Beacon on cliff. 

28 49° 20.162'N  117° 51.849'W 

437221 E  5465171 N 

Robson Ridge Port A complex of small, sandy beaches sheltered in rocks. 

29 49° 20.563'N  117° 52.022'W 

437020 E  5465917 N 

Arrow Lakes Resort Point of interest Large condominium development. Moorage is private. 

30 49° 20.579'N  117° 50.768'W 

438538 E  5465929 N 

Allandale Creek Port Nice sandy beach with access from Broadwater Road. Use east side of creek . 

31 49° 20.570'N  117° 49.767'W 

439750 E  5465899 N 

Scotties Marina Boat launch, port, store, 

pay phone, food service 

Full-service marina with kayak rentals, fuel, moorage, general store, pay 

phone, seasonal concession stand. Largest marina on the Arrow Lakes. 

 

32 49° 20.188'N  117° 49.235'W 

440386 E  5465184 N 

Labarthe Tunnel Point of interest Scenic 15-m long tunnel through promontory. Can be paddled through in mid-

water; enter from east. Not visible at absolute high water level. 
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33 49° 20.509'N  117° 48.867'W 

440838 E  5465774 N 

unnamed Port Gravel/rock beach behind channel marker. 

34 49° 20.581'N  117° 48.080'W 

441792 E  5465897 N 

Driftwood Beach Port Rock/gravel beach. Last shelter before dam. 

35 49° 20.364'N  117° 47.231'W 

442816 E  5465484 N 

Keenleyside Spillway Point of interest Spillway for Keenleyside Dam. Do not venture in past channel markers; 

currents are strong. 

36 49° 20.430'N  117° 46.405'W 

443817 E  5465596 N 

Hugh Keenleyside Dam Point of interest Constructed in 1968 as part of the Columbia River Treaty for purposes of flood 

control for downstream dams, this dam was responsible for the displacement 

of 3,000 residents and dozens of communities along the Arrow Lakes. A 

navigation lock south of the log booms provides access downstream. Watch for 

strong currents near the booms. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dock and jetty at low water, Edgewood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View from Galena Bay Rest Area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caribou Point, south side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Pingston Falls in summer. 

 


